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LETTER 


CLERGYMAN,- 


Om ew ng en nn ᷑ — — os ot Wo”, ad N 


Giving his RE As ON S for refuſing to adminiſter 
BAPTISM in Private, 
By the Pusric Form; 

As defired by a 
GENTLEMAN of his PARISH. 


— — 


Deteſtanda eft non minus laicorum ſuperbia uam 
paſtorum eis obſequentzum adulatio, qui contempt4 ec- 
cleſia proles ſuas volunt in domibus ſuis baptizari, et 
eo Baptiſm: aquam deferri. 

Conc. Coro. 
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Printed for R. GRIFFI TES, at the Dunciad 
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% Giving his Rzasons for refuſing to 
74 Adminiſter BAaPyTisM in PRIYATE, 


by the PUBLIC FoRm, e. 


GD A M ſorry, you ſhould look on 
my Non-compliance with your 

» Requeſt, as an Inſtance of 

great Diſreſpe& and think it 

a ſufficient Foundation for the Reſent- 
ment, you take ſo many Opportunities of 
diſcovering. 


Ag | You 


1 women — . — — . 
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Vov alledge, that ofher Clergymen (a- 
round. us). ſhew no kind of Scruple 


in chriſtenin g Children at Home, and 
ſeem to make it a matter of Surprize | 


that I ſhould. I will not undertake to 


account for what other Gentlemen do; or 
to impeach their Conduct, but hope, I 


ſhall be able to produce ſuch Reaſons, 
and Authorites in this Letter, as will 
abundantly vindicate my own. I am very 


certain, that neither yourſelf, aor any 


perſbn Whatever, Tun charge me with 
having ever done what I refuſed you. 
And, if this Circumſtance had been ad- 
mitted in the Caſe, and allowed its due 
Weight, it might have ſaved you the 


Trouble, of making the Rupture, and 


me this Labour of endeavouring to heal 
it. It could not fairly be ſuppoſed, 
that J ſhould do in the Ja Stage of 
Life, what 1 had never done before. 


And 


LY 
f 


Baptiſm is, 


[29 2 
And it is very wonderful how ſo abſurd 
a Practice (eſpecially as it had its Riſe 
chiefly in the Times of the Rebellion, 


and Civil Wars in this Kingdom) ſhould 
ever obtain _—_— us. 


Tun Title of the Office of Public 
The Miniſtration of 
Public Baptiſn of Infants to be uſed 
in the Church. 


AnD the Rubricaſayp,.— The People 


are to be admoniſhed, that it is moſt 


convenient, that Baptiſm ſhould not be 
adminiſtered but upon Sundays, and other 


| Holydays, when the moſt Number of 


People are together ; as well for that the 

Congregation thẽrd preſent, may teſtify 

the Receiving of them that be newly 

baptiſed, into the Number wil yalſt's 

Church ; as alſo becauſe, in 

of Infants, every Man preſe 
A'3 


— 
LO 
< "ot - 


A Cate” aa 


pr — ww 


'S + 
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[8] 
put in Remembrance of his own Pro- 


feſſion made to God in his Baptiſm. 


Axp when there are Children to be 
baptiſed, the Prieſt coming to the Fox, 
and ſtanding there, ſhall fay, &c. 


THERE 1s an obvious Remark (ſays the 


| Reverend and Learned Mr. Archdeacon 


Sharp) to be made on this Reſtriction, 
as to Place, viz. That no Miniſter ought 


to uſe this Public Form in a Private 


Houſe, or indeed in any Place, except at 
the FoxT itſelf, to which the Uſe of it 
is reſtrained. Nay, if the Rubric did 
not forbid him, the very Office itſelf 
would, in which he is directed to pray in 
theſe Words: Grant, that whoſoever is 
HERE, dedicated to thee by our Office 
and Miniſtry, may be endued with 
heavenly Virtues, &c. Conſider, whe- 
ther theſe Words can conliſtently, 

or 


191 
or indeed without Abſurdity, be uſed in 
a Parlour, or Bed- chamber, or in any 


other Place, fave at the common Bap- 
tiſtery, or Fountain of Baptiſm, (as the 


old Offices term it), appropriated to each 


Pariſh or Congregation *. 


I wisH, Sir, you would do me the Fa- 
vour to examine the Rubrics, and Office 
of Public Baptiſm a little more carefully 
than you have hitherto done, and then 


* A Font of Stone for Baptiſm i is ordered in every 
Pariſh, (and let it never be fotfaken) by the 81 Ca- 
non. And it is ſolemnly conſecrated for that Pur- 
poſe in the following, or ſuch like Form. The Bi- 
ſhop (having laid his Hand upon it) devoutly prays, 
Regard, O Lord, the Supplications of thy Servants, and 


grant that thoſe Children that ſhall be baptized, in this 
Laver of the new Birth, = be ſanctiſied, and waſhed 


with the Holy Ghoſt; and being delivered from thy 
Wrath, and received into the Ark of Chriſt's Church, 
may receive e = Pulneſs of ſaree: and ever remain 


110 ] 
you muſt be immediately fatisfied by the 


able Tr of the Form, that it oug lr 


not, kannot, without great Violence done 
to it, be uſed any where elſe, brit in the 


 Cavrcn. The Reception of a Child 


baptiſed, is to be in theſe Words: Ve 
receive this Child into the Congregation of 


Chriff's 5 ÞFhck, Res The Wordle, ( fays 


Dr. Comber) are a ſolemn Proclamation 
made by a ſacred Herald (according to 
the Cuſtom in human Creations, Inveſti- 
tures, and Admiſſions to honourable 
Orders), declaring the Party is now, and 
ought to be, reputed a Chriſtian. And 


this ought to be ſpoken with a loud 


Voice, that all the Congregation may re- 


joice in beholding one more liſted under 
JzsUs CHRIST *, And the Form of Re- 


ception (as any one may ſee, that will 


but read the Rubric) was ſo far from 


being intended to be "in a Private 


* His Companion to the Altar, Part III. p. 197. 


[11 ] 


Houſe, that in caſe a Child had been bap- 
tized on ſome urgent Occaſion, and the 
effential Parts of the Sacrament admini- 
ſtred in an Houſe, the Sclemmities were 
yet frill to be performed in the Chuxcn, 
and the Child brought thither to be ad- 
mitted into the Congregation of Chriſt's 
Flock. 


AND if, Sir, you ſhould be diſpoſed to 
know the Uſe and Reaſon of ſo much Care, 
as appears to have been taken in this Re- 
ſpect, you may be thoroughly fatisfied 
from very unexceptionable Authority, 
no leſs than the very highly honoured 
Mr. Hooker's *. 


Tux End which is aimed at (he tells 
us) in ſetting down the outward. Form of 
all religious Actions, is the Edification 
of the Church# And we muſt not think 

| but 


* Eccleſiaſtical Policy, Book I. Sect. I. 


= [nz] 


# | 2 but there is ſome Ground of Reaſon even 
| in Neture, whereby it cometh to paſs, 
that no Nation under Heaven, either 
doth, or did ſuffer public Actions, which 
are of Weight, whether they be civil, or 
temporal, or elſe ſpiritual, and ſacred, to 
paſs wit bout ſome viſible Solemnity. v _ | 


T covLD not but be pleaſed with a Pa- 
ragraph in a Letter to the Public relating 
to the MARRIAGE-Acr, where the in- 


genious Author ſays, — Our Laws leer 
prudently mingled Religion with the * 
Execution of the Marriage-Contract, F 
joining Prayers with the Nuptial-Rites, 
and introducing a Miniſter of public Wor- 
65 | ſhip, as a neceſſary Agent in performing 
ll the Ceremony. And for the ſame Reaſon | 
Wt it was proper to require the Celebration ; 
1 of Marriage in Places ſet apart for De- 7 
1 dolion, as theſe Circumſtances all conſpire | 
j to ſet the Contract in a ſerious Light, and 
ſit to * 


r 
to give it the Stamp of a ſacred Engage- 


ment. 


AND Baptiſm being a ſacred Rite or 
Ceremony of our Saviour's own Appoint- 
ment for the ſolemn admitting of Per- 
ſons into the Covenant of Grace, where 
can it be fo properly performed, as in 
the Place dedicated to God for Holy 
Uſes ; eſpecially when the Church has 
provided a Form excellently well adapted 
to ſuch Place, and what cannot o:thout 
the utmoſt Impropriety be uſed in any 


other. 


 Waexn our Lord (fays Biſhop Beve- 


ridge) in his Infancy was brought to the 


Temple, it is ſaid, St. Luke ii. 22. They 
brought him thither to preſent him to the 
Lord. Where we may obſerve by the 
Way, that this one Place of Scripture, 
wy conſidered, would be ſufficient to 


perſuade 


. 
perſuade all Chriſtian Parents to have 
their Children baptiſed, not in their dun, 
but in God's Houſe, that they may there 
be preſented to the Lord, as Chrift was, 
and fo receive his Bleſſing according to 
the Prayers which are there made for 


them in God's own Houſe, in his Houſe 


of Prayer, where he himſelf hath promiſed 


fo meet and bleſs them. By virtue of 


which Promiſe, the People of God in all 
Ages, have found their common and pub- 
lic Prayers more effectual . 


* See his great Neceſſity, and Advantage of public 
Prayer, p. 8. T Tis moſt for the Intereſt of the Infant 
to be /o baptiſed, that it may have the Benefit of the 
united Prayers of a full chriſtian Congregation, which 
is much- to be valued, Methinks, there ſhould be 


no need of urging this to Parents, that have any real 


Love or Affection to their Children. This would 
incline them to deſire, that themſelves, which the 
Church deſires of them. Remember, I beſeech you, 
that your Children are to be but once baptiſed ; and 
what is but once done, ought to be well done in 20 
beft, and moſt perfect Manner. x. 


E Biſhop Bull's Companion for the Candidates of 
Holy Orders, p. 48. 


But 
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Bor no Perſon is more worthy to be 
heard on this Subject, than the very Re- 
verend Doctor Wall, fo well known, and 
diſtinguiſhed in the learned World, 
(though by uo equal * Preferment in the 

|  Cavken) for his moſt excellent Hiſtory 
. and Defence of Infant Baptiſm. Andi 
1 ſhould not do Juſtice to myſelf or you, 
wk if I did not produce his Teſtimony. He 
%  fays in his Defence, p. 408. —— 
1 concerning the Abuſe of adminiſtering 
eee Sacrament of Baptiſm in private 
17 Houſes, Bed-thambers, &c. to Children, 
b that are wel ſpoke my Senſe 3 in my 
PF e Book 


; ? X With fruitleſs Toil let Midnight-Scholar pore, 
EE” And dig the Mine, while others, gain the Ore. 
While Jelnſm from his Cranbrook ne er ſhall part, 
And Fides pining, ſighs with broken Heart. 


While Grabe in vain, t' unthankful Britain flies, 
And Wall neglected in a Corner lies; 


And poor and unrewarded Bingham dies. 


1 See the Pariſh-Prieft in the Reverend Mr. Samuc? 
}F Wi/tly 8 Poems, 
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16 
Book on the Notes, J made on St. Au- 


Ain's Account of the devout People run- 


ning to Church with their ſick Children, 
that were in danger of Death to have 
them ſpeedily baptiſed. I have this 
more to lay to the Conſciences of thoſe 


my Brethren of the Clergy, that uſe 
themſelves to give theſe Bed- chamber 
Baptiſins, that they would conſider both 
the Profanation, and Indignity they bring 


on Chriſt's Sacrament; and alſo how di- 


rectly contrary their Practice is to the 
Liturgy, which they are obliged in Duty, 


and by ſolemn Promiſe to conform to. 


The Liturgy appoints two ſeyeral Offices 


for Baptiſm of Infants on two ſeveral 
Caſes. One more ſolemn for public 
Baptiſm to be uſed n where but in the 
Cuugcn, to which all Children, that 
are in an ordinary State of Health are 
to be brought. The other to be uſed in 
Houſes in caſe of Neceſſity, and not 
| elſe, 


En * 
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elſe. And theſe are very different, (not 
different Baptiſms, but have different 
Circumſtances) one from the other. 
Now for any Clergyman, that is under 
the Obligation of Conſcience, I ſpoke 
of, to take one of theſe (that of public 
Baptiſm) and uſe it in Houſes, is plainly 
contrary to the faid Obligation. And 
ſome of the Prayers, ſo miſapplied, are 
abſurd and ridiculous. For Exam- 
ple The Miniſter ſtanding at the FoxT 
in the CxuRcn, is to ſay that Prayer: 


Grant, that whoſoever is here dedicated to 


thee by our Office, and Miniſtry, &c. Can 
he think that, THAT HERE, is applicable 
to the Parlour or Bed-chamber : Is it not 
ſcandalous to apply it? or has he any 
Authority to omit or alter the Form? % 


Tuk Profanation, and Indignity in 
general on this Sacrament, on Occaſion 
of this Houſe-Baptiſm, is ſo notorious, 
that 


— —— OT 


3 —— — r 
; > 


(18 ] 
that I do appeal to the Experience and 
Conſcience of all that uſe it, if they them 
ſelves be not ſcandalized at the indecent 
Circumſtances, that do almoſt always at- 
tend it And can a Minifter of Chriſt, 
take any Comfort, or can he think, that 
the Dignity of the Holy Office, which 
he 1s performing, 18 nen in of ney 


9 


. 45 . 


'TaERE is one Thing, I am loch to 


ſpeak of. IT bat ſome of the Clergy are 
chought by ſome People to uſe this Com- 


pliance for their own ſordid Gain, and 


for the fake of the Preſent which is 


given to the Baptiſer, for ſubmitting the 
Sacrament, and his own Holy Office, to 
n the Humour of ſome irreligious 


Parents. 


ST. Paul ſpeaks of ſome, who did 
keep Ale-houſes with God's Mord: That 
15 
2 


3 
. DX: " P y 


1191 
3s his Phraſe, 2 Cor: ii. 17, Kanwalorts 16 


Al 73 Or, ſell it, proſtitute it, in the 


fame Senſe, as Authors uſe the Word 
Kamnaevew This dem, Or Tov eprom, to ſell Ju- 


ice, or ſell a Peace, as a kam\@), an 


Ale-houſe keeper ſells his Ale, 


Gop Almighty keep us from doing 
this with his Sacrament. It is more than 
enough; it is to a dreadful Degree too 
much, that Benefices, Places, Offices, 
Promotions in the Church are trucked. 
If we can keep any thing unproſtituted, 
it ſhould be God's Word and Sacraments, 
St. James ſnews the Miſchief of having 
any Reſpect of Perſons, rich and poor, 
in Concerns of Religion. It will certainly 
have the ſame Effect there, which So- 
lomon ſays it has every where, where it 
is admitted. To hove Reſpect of Perſons 
3s not good, (he means, it is a very 


[ 20 ] 


miſehievous Thing) for 4 Piece Foe 


* 


* — ill 46 ker 
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joy PLATTER myfalf, Si, e wil 
pay much Deference to the Judgment of 
the great and good Men JI have men- 
tioned, and think better of ſuch Clergy- 
men, that wil unt be prevailed on to do 
Things attended with a many bad Conſe - 
quences, I would by no means appear to 


herighteousover- much, or affect to be fin. 


gular in my Miniſtry. But muſt I there 
fore ſligbt and overlook the imtortunt, 
(yet plain and eaſy) Rules that are to 
carry us right in diſcharging our Office? 
I. know not how it is poſſible to ſhut 
one's Eyes, and flip by them. I. can 
hardly open my Common-Prayer Book,” 
without immediately ſeeing one | moſt 
ſtriking. Inſtruction,.— That the wilful, 
and contemptuous Tranſgreſſion and 
Bunke g of any common Order, and 
Diſcipline 


E 
7 


* "4246, hi PPE 
4 SOR: 
: 


121 
Diſcipline is no ſmall Offence before 
God; and that no Man ought to-teke 
in hand, or preſume to appoint, or al- 
ter any publie or common Order in 
3 unleſs; he e 
TER ne 156 
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ſees — the — 5 abe Rabe 
from Mr. Archdeacen Sharp, at the Be- 
ginning of my Letter; I ſhall now make 
a little more uſe of this worthy Gentle- 
man's Authority, as he has given the 
ledge and Judgment in the Ecelgfaſti- 
cal Laus, by the ſewveral excellent 
Charges he has lately favoured the Pub- 
he with, He ſhews through the whole 
Courſe. of them all poſſible Candour, 
and gives all reaſonable Latitude, — yet is 
very far from countenancing the Non- 
obſervance of Rubrics * * 
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You will pleaſe to give'me hare to 
lay a few Extracts from his Book before 
you; ; which, I believe, will yield you 
ſtill further Satisfaction. In the firſt 
Place, I apprehend (fays this eminent 
Ritualiſt) we ought to make a Difference 


(and it is a material one in our preſent 


Caſe) between thoſe Laws and Rules, 
to the Obſervance of which we have 
bound ourſelves by public Declarations, 
and expreſs Promiſes; and thoſe, which 
are bound upon us by Authority only, 
without our formal Conſent, or voluntary 
Stipulation to obſerve them. For in this 
latter Caſe, where our Obligations ariſe 
merely from the Authority that preſcribes, 


ſome Things may be juſtly and reaſon- 


ably pleaded for a Diſpenſation for Non- 
obſervance, which yet cannot on any 
Pretence be alledged in the former Caſe, 


where we have by one, or more volun- 


tary 


(23) 


tary Acts made ourſelves Parties, and 
with great Solemnity tied ourſelves up to 
the Performance of any Rite or Cere- 
mony. 


Hx cr then we learn, upon how dif- 
ferent a Footing our Rubric, to which we 
have bound ourſelves by expreſs Conſent 
and Promiſe, is from all other Eccleſia- 
ſtical Laws, where our perſonal Engage- 
ment is out of Queſtion. For without 
conſidering the Rubric as Statute, and 
as ſuch only, upon the level with ſeveral 
other ſubſequent Acts of Parliament re- 
lating to our occaſional Miniſtrations we 
are under this peculiar Circumſtance of 
Obligation to obſerve it; that we have 
by our Subſcriptions at both Ordinations, 
by one of our -Vows at the Altar for 
Order of Prieſthood, by our Subſcrip- 
tions, and Declarations of Conformity 
before our Ordinary and Repetition of them 
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in che Church before our Congregations: 
and likewiſe by our Declarations of Aſ⸗ 
ſont and Conſent, as preſcribed in the 
Act of Uniformity. I ſay, we haye in 
all theſe ſeveral Ways tied ourſelves 
down to a regular, conſtant, conſeienti- 
ous Performance of all, and every thing, 
preſcribed in, and by, the Book of Com- 


' mon-Prayer, according to the Uſage of 


the Cnurcn of ENGLAND. . And ſeeing it 
has been the Wiſdom of aur. Cnuxcn 
to lay us under theſe Engagements, in 
order to preſerve exact Uniformity in 
public Worſhip, and all the liturgic 
Offices: Nay, fince .it has been judged 
Proper to carry us through a Train of 
theſe Stipulations, before we can get 
Poſſeſſion of any Benefice, and to make 
us renew them again, and again, as 
often as we change our Preferment, 
or obtain any new Promotion; and ſee- 
ing that we have entred (as we have 

LE profeſſed) 


[23] 
profeſſed) Ex Animo into this Covenant 


with the Church, and have deliberately 
renewed it as often as there has been Oc- 


cifion: How frivolous is it for any of 


us to fay, that the Connivance, or the 
preſumed Conſent of our Ordinary, of 
the private Conveniencies of ourſelves, 
or Families, or the obliging of any of 
our Pariſhioners, or the apparent Inex- 
pediency of adhering to the Letter in 
ſome few Caſes, will diſſolve our Obli= 
gations to Conformity? Why, ſurely, 
we muſt know, that theſe, and the like 
Allegations are quite out of the Caſe ; 
that, however, our Church-Governors 
may diſpenſe with our Breaches of Ru- 
bric, however our People may acquieſce 
in them, or approve of them, yet that 
the Queſtion is how far we are at Liber- 
ty to diſpenſe with ozrſekves on Account 
of the forementioned Engagements, to 
which God, and the Church are made 


B 4 Wit- 
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Witneſſes in as ſolemn a Manner, as they 
are to our perſonal Stipulations at Confir- 
mation, or Matrimony; or whether we 
have not in this Caſe precluded ourſelves 
from all Benefit of ſuch Exemption, or 
Diſpenſation, as might perhaps be rea- 
ſonably alledged in ſeveral other merely 
ſtatutable, or canonical Matters. 1» 


I wgLL remember, Sir, you put very 

great Streſs on the Conni vance of the Or- 

dinary at ſome particular Deviations from 

Rubrics, &c, and inſiſted on its being a 

ſufficient (though facit) Diſpenſation for 

ſuch occafional Liberties, — but hope, 

you cannot now avoid ſeeing /o great a 

Miſtake. And Dr. Sharp will further 

inform you, that though the Ordinary 

may conni ve at a cuſtomary Neglect, yet 

165 he cannot warrant nor excuſe the Miniſter 
1 in it, becauſe he is bound by prior Obli- 
gations of Conformity to obey the 
CHURCYy 


\ 


[27] 
Cavncn in what ſhe commands in her 
Rubrics. And in all Points, where the 
Rubrics are plain and expreſs, the Or- 
dinary has 10 Authority to releaſe us 
from that Obedience, as appears from 
the Preface concerning the Service of the 
CnvRcy, at the Beginning of the Prayer- 
Book. In which, though the Ordinary 
is allowed to interpret, and determine 
the Senſe of the Rubric for us in all doubt- 
ful Caſes, yet it is with his Proviſo, 
that he ſhall not order, or determine any 
Thing, that is contrary to what is contain“ 
ed in the Service- Boo : That is, in Points 
that are clearly expreſſed; the Ordinary 
is as much prohibited from making In- 
novations, as the meaneſt parochial Mi- 
niſter among us. ) 


Turs excellent, deciſive Writer, you 
will obſerve, takes notice above of ſome 
wery peculiar Circumſtances of Obligation, 

Clergy- 


e 


Clergymen att under to obey Rubrics ; 
and one is their Vow at the Altar for the 
Order of Prieſthood. Now the Solemni- 
ty of this Tranſaction obliges me to be x 
little more parricular in ſhewing the /e- 
veral Parts of it. 
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Tux | Biſhop at the Cloſe of a moft 
pathetic Exhortation ſays: — And now 
that the prefent Congregation of Chriſt here 
affembled may all underſtand your Minds, 

and Wills in theſe Things; and that this 
your Promiſe may the more move you 70 ds 
your Duties, ye ſhall anfwer plainly to theſe 
4 Things, which wwe, in the Name of God, = 
14 _ demand 4 you ns: the ſame, 1 
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WILL you then give your faithful Di- 
ligence always fo to miniſter the Doctrine 
and Sacraments, and the Diſcipline of 
Ehriſt, as the Lord hath commanded, 
1 and as this Czurcn and REALM hath 
It 3s „ - poceived 
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cadre the ſame, according to the Coma 
mandments of God; ſo} that you may 
teach the People committed to your Care 
and Charge with all Diligence to keep, 
and obſerye them. 


ANSWER, 
; 1 WILL do {6 by the Help of the Lord. 


Dr. Comber's Note muſt not be here 
omittted, which is: — We have ac- 
curately preſcribed Forms for all our Mi- 
niſtrations; from which, if any Mini- 
ſter might vary, and follow his own 
Fancy, it would breed infinite Con- 
fuſion, and endleſs Scandals. Where- 
fore after the Example of our pious An- 
ceſtors, we oblige all the Clergy to 


miniſter 


* Promiſe unto the Lord your God, and reep it all 
ye, that are round about him, 


{ 30 ] 
miniſter: the Word, and - Sacraments ; 
yea, and Diſcipline alſo in one uni form 
Manner: Which our Prieſts may ſafely 
promiſe to do, becauſe this Cnuxck hath 
taken ſuch exact Care to come as near as 
poſſible to Holy Scripture in all thoſe 
Particulars : So that for any Miniſter to 
_come ſhort of, or go beyond, his pre- 
"ſent Conſitution, argues intolerable Pride 
and Folly, and diſcovers ſuch a Preſump- 
tion, as admits of no Excuſe, eſpecially 
after he has folemnly promiſed before 
God, and many Witneſſes, that he will 
adminiſter all theſe accordin g to the 
Rules of the Church *. 


You 


* Arr Clergymen, in the Prayer for the State of 
Chriſt's Church militant here on Earth, beſeech 
God to give Grace to all Biſhops and Curates, right- 

and duly to adminiſter his Holy Sacraments, And 
none ſhould by undue Adminiſtrations defeat their 
own Prayers, 


L 31:1 


: You ſee, Sir, how bad and hatefula Light 
movators were looked upon in. And 
I muſt tell you, the Practice you would 
prumote, uſed to appear to the Governors 
of the Cnuxck in. ſo ghaſtly a Shape, 
that they endeavoured to purſue and a- 
boliſh it even by a particular Article of 
Inquiry after it at their Viſitations. 


| IT rave ſeveral Books of Articles be- 
fore me.— And in one I find the follow- 
ing Interrogatory : Have any Children 
been baptiſed in Private, (except upon 
great Neceſſity, and if ſo, what was the 
ſame)? And have all Children, which were 
privately baptiſed, if they lived, been after-474-// 
brought to your CHURCH, that the Con- 
gregation might be certified, whether 
they were.lawfully baptiſed or no? In a- 
nother: Doth your Miniſter, in the Ad- 
miniſtration of the Sacraments, uſe the 
reſpective Forms in the Book of Com- 
mon- 


1 32 
mon-Prayer, which are ponds the 


Cnvzc ' 


wa 40 Aatcles of * exhibited 
to the Miniſters, &c. at a Metropolitical 
Viſitation throughout the - Dioceſe of 
Linculn, we have this Interrogatory. 
Doth your Miniſter dluy the Baptiſm of 
any Infant, that is in Danger of Death, 
or baptiſe them in any other Place, than 
the CyHurRcn, when there is no ſuch 
Danger? And when they are (in caſe of 
Neceſſity) thus privately baptiſed, doth 
he cauſe them afterwards, if they live, 
to be brought into the Cxurcn, and 
certify the Congregation of the Form of 
Baptiſm uſed in private, and proceed 
thereupon in all Points, as in: the Office 
for Private: Baptiſm is directed ? 
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A rFourTH Ordinary inquires, if there 
are any Pariſhioners (who profeſs. to live 
in 


[+33] 


in the Communion of the Cuvrcn of 
ENGLAND) that refaſe to ſend their In- 
Fant Children to be haptiſed publicly in 
the CHURCH, unleſs in caſe of great 
Danger; or do they ſend them. to be 
| baptiſed in any other Pariſh? It ſhauld 
have been aſked too, whether they did 
not ſend for the Miniſter, or Curate of 
another Pariſh to baptiſe their Children 


at Home, when their own Miniſter refuſed 
40 do 1 it ? | 


Yau told me, Sir you would try this 
Expedient, and did; and with Succeſs moſt 
amazing,—perhaps even to yourſelf *, 


Pudet haec opprobria mbiet 
* dici potuſſe, & nom potuiſſe als. 


Bor 


. % Events fo hard to be * for, en re- 
eollect and take notice at this Place, that ſome Years 
ago (and other Inſtances of the like kind have been 


heard 


* 4 | 


[34] 


Bur you will give me leave to look 
a little nach into Viſitation#Enquiricy 
And 


„ 


found in a Gentleman's Scrutoir, who ſhot himſelf, 


of ſome very extraordinary Deiftical Schemes framed 
Plainly to diſgrace the CHurcn of ENGLAND, and 
undermine the Chriſtian Religion. 

One, or more of the Projectors were actually go 
into Orders; and another had advanced ſo far * 
wards it, as to offer himſelf for Examination, but 
happened to be diſappointed. He was taken in the 
crafty Wilineſs, that he had imagined. The Letters 
in his own Hand-writing (diſcovered as juſt ſaid, and 
produced before his Face) were full Witneſſes againſt 

They (no doubt) appeared alſo to him, like the 
Hand-writing on the Wall to another Monſter, and 
looſed the very Joints of his Loins, and made his 
Knees ſmite one againſt another. 

Dr. Nichols (in his Defence of the Cyurcn of EncG- 
LAND) - mentions a vile Contrivance (hatched by a 
Puritan) to bring our Liturgy into Diſreputegit may be 
of ſome Service to add it. "Thoſe Miniſters of the 
ce Separation, who had no Benefices, kept Conven- 
ce ticles either in private Houſes, or in the Field. 
6 Others, who were Pariſh-Miniſters, reſerved the 
« Office of Preaching to themſelves ; but for reading 

the 
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And that great Ornament of the Engiiſb 
Cnuxck Biſhop Bull; in his Charge to 
the Clergy of the Dioceſe of St. David 

of the Prieſt's Office is the Adminiſtra- 
tion of the Holy Sacraments : Firſt, for 
Baptiſm; the Cuuxcn ſtrictly requires, 
that it be performed publicly in the 
Houſe of God, not in private «Houſes, 
except in Caſes of real Neceſſity ; a8 
when a Child i is weak, and ee, 


1111. 21 

te the Commen-Prayer, as hired * 2 1 
tc out of the meangſt of the Laiety to perform it. Mr. 
« Snap, a Miniſter of Warwick, a great Puritan of 
© that Time, did tranſgreſs all Rules of Modeſty 
cc in this Particular, and 212 a lane, old Soldier. to 
«be his Reader. oO Sf22qt9 

Thus diſguiſed De 5 . continu 

playing upon us. And (ſurely) ſuch ſubtle Inventions 
muſt neceſſarily put every, ſound true-hearted Cletgy- 
man on his Guard, and make him hugely afraid of 
all /h Conſtructions as may ariſe from a lifeleſs, 
negligent Habit of performing Divine Service, and in- 
deed from every Thing, that ingly cond to de ke 
Falar in his Miniſtrations. He 


— — 
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out endangering itſelf be brought to 
Cnuxch. But notwithſtanding this 
ſtrict Order of our CnuxcH, in moſt 
Places in his Country, Baptiſm is alto- 
gether adminiſtered in private Houiſes, and 
ſcarce any (if any) baptiſed? in the 
Cnukck. If bis may be allowed, away 
with the FoxTs in your CHURCHES, — 
what do they fignify ? To what purpoſe 
are they there? If all the Authority, I 
am inveſted with, can do it, I will fee 
this lamentable Abuſe of the Sacrament 
reformed. r 


Tur Author of the Penitential Diſ- 
Cipline of the primitive Cuurcn (ſup- 
poſed to be Dr. Marſhall) ſays, pag. 
232, © That if the Seaſons for Baptiſm 
were ſtill preſerved, out of which it 
« ſhould not (ordinarily) be lawful. to 
« adminiſter that ſolemn Ordinance, the 
Office would appear the more vene- 
| 2 ö <« rable, | 


[ 37 ] 


* rable, when Numbers ſhould contri- 
« bute to heighten the Senſe of its Im- 
« portancey and Dignity. It would 
« not be the leaſt Convenience at- 
ce tending ſuch a Regulation, that the 
<« preſent (ſcandalous) Practice of Private 
« Baptiſms would entirely be removed 
ce by it, whenever there ſhould be no Plea 
< of Sickneſs or Danger to excuſe or en- 
« force it. And there it ſhould be in the 
< ſtricteſt Senſe private. Nor ſhould we 
then appear ſo much as now we do, to 
ebe aſhamed of our Religion, and of 
« profeſſing before Men, what Maſter 
« we belong to. Nor would the Mid- 
« wife then vye Offices with the Prieft, 
© who. ſeem, according to modern Eſti- 
ce mation to be of equal Account in theſe. 
te domeſtic Solemnities; where the giving 
«© Name, paſſes with many for the main 

« Deſign of the Ceremonial,” 
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1381 
Bisnor Smaldridge adjures his Clergy 
(in order to preſerve an wunſullied Cha- 
rafter) to approve themſelves, TRUE and 
GENUINE Sons of the CHuRcn of Ex- 


LAND by, a fteady Adherence to its Doc- 


trines, a devout Celebration of its Wor- 
ſhip, and a /&ri# a to its r | 
Qrders, and eee | 


. it is by our Eccleſiaſtical Ges 
provided; that there ſhall be a FoxT of 
Stone in every CHuRcH for the more 


decent Adminiſtration of Baptiſm, c. 


Sc. Sc. Plain it is, (ſays his Lordſhip) 
and by the Framers of theſe Laws plainly 
declared, that in all ſacred Offices, and 
by all facred Perſons, a great Regard 
ought to be had to Decency. 9» 


A Noriox too commonly prevails 
of inſuperable Difficulties attending a 
ſtrict Conformity to the Eccleſiaſtical 

| Laws, 


{ 39 ] 


Laws, in our preſent Circumſtances : 
Wherefore I have endeavoured (ſays Mr. 
Archdeacon Sharp) in every Inſtance of 
our Obligations, either from Rubric, or 
Canons to obviate this Objection, and 
reconcile Law with Practice, by ſhewing 
how our Wndu# may be adjuſted to our 
Rule, and rendered uniform and irre- 
proachable in itſelf, as well as confiſtent 
with, and agreeable to thoſe Laws, by 
which it is to be regulated. 


He ſpeaks of Cuſtoms that have pre- 
vailed in fome populous Towns, &c, 
repugnant to the Eccleſiaſtical Laws; 
but had the Pleaſure to fay, the Caſe 
was otherwiſe within his Juriſdiftion;— 
where, although ſome Irregularities had 
been occaſionally committed, yet they 
were always condemned, as Innogations 
upon Church-d:ſcipline, and unwarran- 
table; and had never grown into an a- 

C 3 yowed, 
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[ 49] 
vowed, or cuſtomary Practice. A wor- 
thy Proof of true Regard, and Zeal for 
the Honour of Religion, the eſtabliſhed 
CauRcn, and her excellent Services. 
And I have known a Jong, obſtinate, and 
general Cuſtom of baptiſing af Home, 
ntirgly baniſhed out of a ha Dioceſe * 
by ſuch a vigilant Eye, and the like Spi- 
rit, and Reſolution. 


You 


*I wiſh the ſame could have been done in another, 
from whence the Infection comes into the Country. 
The Reverend Dr. Adam Littleton (fo long ago) 
ſeemed very ſenſible of the Quarter, that errei- 


aroſe from. And how worthily did he endea- 


vour to ſtop the Sluice | Let us eſpecially (ſays the 
excellent Man) who are placed near, and about the 
great Metropolis of the Nation, mind the Buſineſs 
of our Function, conſidering what great Advantages 
are afforded us, what ſacred Courage is infuſed into 
us by the Authority, and Prudence of our Right 
Honourable, and Right Reverend Dioceſan 


and withal remembring, 


that all other CHURcHEs at'a Diſtanee, will take 


their Meaſures from our Example, from what they 
ſhall ſee put in Practice by us. So that, if we of 
| thoſe 


1411 


Vov uſed to tell me, Sir, that I Was 
too ſcrupulous, and confined myſelf to 
narrower Limits than other People ; but 
I hope, you now plainly diſcern the Ne- 
ceſſity and important Reaſons for our ad- 
hering t Rules. If we did not, there 
would be 20 End of Compliances, nor 
of the bad Effects of them. We may 
learn ſo much even from Mr. Baxter, 
( fas eft et ab hoſte doceri) who ſays in his 
Cure of Church Diviſions, the Paſtors, 
who will preſerve the ChuxchEs, muſt 
not be ſo tender of preſerving their In- 
tereſt in their Pariſhioners, as to depart 
from ſober Principles, and ways to p! eaſe 


them. 


theſe Places, who do, as it were, ſtand in the Van 
of the ExoLIsH CHURCH, ſhall reſolve unanimouſly 
to,keep our Ground, like a ſtand of Pikes, the whole 
Nation will in ſome ſhort time with eaſe be reduced 
into good order again. The Concluſion of his Ser- 
mon preached at the Viſitation of the Right Revs- 
rend Henry Lord Biſhop of Londim. See another 
Extract from it at the End of this Letter. 
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Peace; it may prove a palliate Cure for 


3 > oe ; r. z 
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has been frequently chriſtening at Home, \f 1 


Compliances pretty well known, he ne- 
ver wants for Solicitations. - Freſh Indul- 


L 2 
Trzs pleaſing Men is not che way of 


preſent, but prepareth for after Troubles 

and Confuſions. If you will pleaſe 
them, you muſt follow them on, except 
you , repent; and then you might, at 

much cheaper Rates have forſook bem, . 
where they forſook the ** of. Truth 


and Peace. T 


3 exattly is 8 verified in the 
Caſe I am diſcufling ? after a Miniſter 


and his favourable Diſpoſition to fuch 


gencies are continually aſked, and he knows 

not how to ſtop his Hand, or where : 

they will end. A Gentlewoman defires 

to be churched at Home, and it cannot 
be 


2 "7 


[43] 


be refuſed *.. And when a Child has had 
Private Baptiſm, inſtead of its being brought 
afterwards to CHURCH, as the Rubric en- 
ban ng) an 68 þ | Joins 


* Methinks A Miniſter, . has any Regard for 
his Character, and conſiders the Honour of the Lord 
he ſerves, ſhould diſdain ſuch a, ſervile Compliance, 
and Submiſſion, and abhor the betraying his Maſter's 
Dignity. And one would believe the Greatnefs of 


the Mercy ſhould oblige every Woman readily to ac- 


knowledge it in the moſt proper Manner, and Place. 

And the Rubric ſays—The Woman ſhall come to the 
CruRcn. And here ſhe can with due Propriety, and 
Decency, (and here only) repeat (as ſhe is required 
to do) the excellent Pſalm appointed for the Office, 
and (ſurely) with particular Pleaſure, and Comfort, 


this Part of it I will pay my Vaws now in the Pre- 


fence of all his People, in the Courts of the Lord's 
Houſe, even in the midſt of thee, O Jeruſalem, praiſe 


| the Lord, A pious, and very worthy Lady in this 
' Neighbourhood, (whoſe Fortune was above 60,000 J.) 


would not accept of a Compliment made her by the 
Miniſter of the Pariſh, —but refuſed to be churched 
eyen in her Seat, as the uſual Place was at the Com- 
munion Rails. Thither ſhe would go (with the 
pooreſt Woman) and with Ardor, equal to the So- 


lemnity of the Place, and Occaſion, return Thanks 


to Him, that had delivered her Soul from Death, her 
2 yes from Tears, and her Feet from Falling. 
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$ N Miniſter even makes this gives 
y too. Taucre, if this be not depraving the. 


eu 4 ad YH Book ook of Common-Prayer.) He is prevailed 


on (Horrendum diftu!) to go Home, and 
finiſh the reſt of the Service and Cere- 


mony af Home. And there he certifies, 


that the Child had been already baptiſed 
by him; and there he receives it into 
the Congregation of Chriſt's F lock. 


THERE are too many Inſtances * of. 
this ſort ; but tell them not in Gath,- 


publiſh them not in the Streets of 


Aſeelon. 


I NEED not inform you, Sir, WHAT 
Ends all theſe irregular Things are done 


to 


* Thoſe Rites, and Ceremonies of the Chuxch, 
which are the ſelf ſame now, that they were, when 
holy and virtuous Men maintained them againſt 
profane and deriding Adverſaries, her own Children 
have (his "_ in Deriſion. 


3 Hooker s EcCLEs. Polity. 


1 8. 
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to ſerve. It is very evident that it is 
chiefly to gratify a little Vanity and. 
Pride, that People affect on ſuch Oc- 
caſions. 


I nap never but one Suit before yours, 
of this kind, and then I was wrote 
to by a Gentleman (your near Relation) 


to come to his Houſe and baptiſe his Child, 


and make ſome Difference betwixt People 7 


Faſhion, and the vulgar Sort. He ſpoke 
deut, and was not aſhamed to give the 
right. Reaſon for ſuch Requeſts. And 
this is the grand Source of all the undue 
Compliances which are made. The 
notrious Violation of our Rubrics, St. 
and the miſuſing of our holy Offices are 


entirely owing to it. 


THERE are 70 Orders of the Cuuxcn 
(fays Dr. Wall) that do come in Pro- 
eeſs of Time to be more groſsly and 
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univerſally abuſed, than thoſe, that begin 
| firſt to be diſpenſed with for the State, 


and Character of the Perſons concerned 
in them. This was firſt granted as a Pri- 
vilege of Kings, or Kings Sons, as ap- 
pears by the: Decretals of Clement the 
Vth, and by the Council: of Cologne, 
where it is ordained, that none, but 
they ſhould be baptiſed at Home, 


Afterward it came, I ſuppoſe, to be al- 


lowed to Noblemen, and fo to other rich 
Men. And as every Body affects the 
Name, and State of Gentility, they think 
themſelves hardly dealt with, if they be 
accounted in this Matter inferior to ſuch, 
or ſuch of their Neighbours. This and 


many other Inſtances of the like Nature, 
that might be given, ſhould teach the 


Clergy to take care how they make any 
Beginning of breaking that Rule of Scrip- 
ture given by St. James, againſt any Re- 
ſpect of Perſons to be ſhewn in CnhuRCH 

Matters 


DS. 
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Matters; for if you once begin, there 
is no Stop to be made afterwards. There- 
fore the Synod of Air determined 
That no Curate, or other Prieſt ſhould un- 
der Pain of Excommunication go to any: 
Houſe, not -even of a Nobleman, to admi- 
niſter Baptiſm, except in Caſe of Neceſſity,” 
and that no caſe ſhould be taken to be of” 
Neceſſity, but when the Child's L 3 _— 15 a 
8 *. | | I -;| e. 


Bur you ; can't, I think, want now to 
be acquainted, that we have later and 
ftronger Ties, than fuch Decrees to bind 
us, and the Laity alſo to Rules of Diſ- 
cipline, Order, and Decency. I do not 
mean Rubrics, &c. only. Vou ſeem to. 
put no great Streſs upon them, —but 1 
mean the three Acts of Unformity, made 
in the Reigns of King Edward VI. 


Queen 


* Dr. IValts Hiſtory of Infant bal, Vol I. 
p. 230. 
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Queen Elizabeth, and King Charles II. 
And a very wiſe Man fays,—A threefold 
Cord is not quickly broken. But as I have 
reaſon to believe; though you know, 
there are ſuch Laws that you have not 
looked much into them, I will copy a 
Section or two of them for your Uſe. 
And they will make a Diſcovery, that, I 
dare ſay, will be quite new to you. You. 
will be ſoon convinced, that your Vicar 
would have ſtood liable to have been 
ſeverely puniſhed, by expreſs Words in theſe 
very Statutes, for complying with your 
Requeſt, and you yourſelf no leſs ſo, for 
having procured him to do it. This may 
ſtartle you a little, but (Lex dormit, &) 
it will appear to be Bella Vera. 


2, 3 


[ 49] 


8 27 35 Edw. VI. cap. 1. 


An Aci for the Uniformity of 
Service, and Adminiſtration of 

the Sacraments throughout the 

be Realm. 


« A LL, and fingular Miniſters in 
T any Cathedral, or Pariſh- 
«© Church, or other Place within this 
Realm of England, or other the King's 
% Dominions, ſhall from, and after the 
« Feaſt of Pentecoſt next coming, be 
<* bounden to ſay, and uſe the Mattins, 
Even ſong, Celebration of the Lord's 
« Supper, and Adminiſtration of each of 
© the Sacraments, and all their common 
« and open Prayer in ſuch Order and 


« Form as js mentioned in the ſame 
Book. (808K of Common-Prayer) and 


„none 


150 


gt Kone none_other, or otherwiſe. And fot 
00 the firſt firſt Offence ſhall tage and forfeit 
« one Year's Profit of one ſpititual Pro- 
** motion, and ſuffer ſix Months r 
ec *fonment, | 3 

« Anpif; any Perſon, vt Perſons what- 
« ſever after the ſaid Feaſt of Pemrecoſt 
te next coming, ſhall | procure any 
5 Parfon, Vicar, or other. Miniſter in 
c any Cathedral, or  Pariſh-Church; 
or Chapel, or in any other Place to 
« ſing, or ſay any common, or open 
& Prayer, or to miniſter any Sacrament 
tc otherwiſe, or in any other manner, 
« than is mentioned in the faid Book, 
« ſhall forfeit for the firſt. Offence © tet) 


© cr 


— x 


—_ 
“ Pounds.” 2 xr 


Woo fee, Gr, all and ſingular Mini- 
ſters are bound by this Act fand the Pe- 
nalties for the ſame Offelſbes are Rill 


ſeverer 


TIT. | 
ſeverer in that of Queen — 


to adminiſter any Sacrament, othe 
or in any other Manner than is men- 


tHoned—in the Common-Prayer Book. N 7 1 0 2 
1. Ahe Miniſter forfeits one Year's Revenue „ * 4 od 
of all his Preferments, and the Procurer A 
Fan hundred Marks.) And is not uſing 441 Fe 
the Public Office of Baptiſm in an Houſe 

an Office, framed only for, and appointed 

to be, uſed in the Chuxcn) admini- 

ſtering a Sacrament otherwiſe than 
mentioned in the Common- Prayer er Book? 


— är 
— 


—_— ht —{ ll... 


q Tulis muſt ſtand then for a moſt fla- 
grant Breach of the Statute, And your 
procuring a Miniſter to run counter to it 
is as notorious, and clearly ſubjects you 

to the Penalty of ten Pounds. And the 
Act 'Empowers all, and ſingular Arch- 
biſhops, and every of their Chancellors, 
Sc. Archdeacons, and other Ordinaries 
to inquire in their Viſitations after ſuch 

| þ 2A Offences, 
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hace and to puniſh the Offenders 
by Admonition, Excommunication, &c. 
Nay, they are in God's Name earneſtly 
requized, and charged to endeayour 
themſelves to the uttermoſt of their 
Knowledgts, that the due, and true 
Execution of th#A& may be had 
throughout their Dioceſe and Charges, 
as they will anſwer before God for ſuch ' 
Evils, and Plagues, wherewith Almigh- 
ty God may juſtly puniſh his People for 
neglecting this good and wholeſome 


Law. 


ALL Ordmaries were therefore obliged 
to be very vigilant, and to frame ſeveral 
of their Viſitation Inquiries exactly to 
the Acts of Uniformity. And by certain 
Interrogatories inſerted in their Book of 
Articles, they plainly appear to have had 
a particular Caſe on the irregular Admi- 
niſtration of Baptiſm, and thought the 

| Admini- 
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Adminiſtrator, and the Perſon, tho 


procured him for the Purpoſe, both pu- 
niſhable by theſe very As, 


I BO, already taken Notice of ſeve- 
ral Interrogatories I met with in ſuch 
Books, and ſhall only add one. more, 
that I reſerved for this Place. 


Harn any one in your Pariſh, 
te cauſed, procured, or maintained any 
“ Miniſter to ſay any public Prayer, or 
* to adminiſter the Sacrament of Bap- 
e tiſm, or of the Lord's Supper other- 
te wiſe, or in any other Manner than is 
« mentioned in the Book of Common- 
„„ *” 7? - 


Tunis Interrogatory, you are ſenſible, 
is drawn in the very Words of the Sta- 


* Vid, Biſhop Men's Articles of Enquiry for 
the Dioceſe of Eh. 
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tute ; and its Buſineſs being to diſcover 
ſuch irregular Things, as you did, would 
have taken ſtrong hold of you. 


* 
F 


Such Inquiries, indeed, are now rarely 
made. But the Acts of Uniformity re- 
main in the ſame Force, and every Man 
that diſobeys them is as liable to be pu- 
niſhed now, as ever.— Though as to 
myſelf, Sir, I hope, I have fully con- 
vinced you by this plain Letter, that I 
am influenced by other Motives, than 
the Fear of Puniſhment, and that you had 


no Reaſon to be diſpleaſed with 


Your moſt humble Servant, 


5 0059 | 


Vicarof 
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EXTRACT 
FROM 


Dr. Adam Littleton's Viſitation 
Sermon, on 1 St. John v. 8. 


CoME now to apply to you my 
Brethren of the Clergy, and my- 
„ ſelf, It were, well, if we Miniſters, 
« as theſe ſacred "Things (which our 


Office and Function obliges us to be 


« converſant about) are in Unum; fo 
cc we ourſelyes would act in Unum, and 


« agree in one in our Miniſtration of 
cc them, 
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Ir is not the Unity of the Doc- 


« trine only (wherein I hope we do 


« all perfectly agree) but it is the Uni- 
« formity of Adminiſtration alſo which 
<* mult preſerve the Church of God a- 
00 mongſt us in her due Reverence. 


„ 


MUST RD we are borne down 

evil Cuſtoms, both in one, and 

= other Sacfament; but tis high 
ime ſuch evil Cuſtoms ſhould be 

ce checked by Authority, and amended 
cc by our Diligence in our ſeveral Sta- 
rt tions. | | 


e Ir is grown a Faſſion now, becauſe 
0 e People of Faſhion have uſed it, to 
e have Baptiſm adminiſtered i in their pri- 
« vate Houſes, contrary to the very De- 
by — gu of the Ordinance itſelf, which was 
< appointed for the receiving of Infants 
<« into the Congregation, and incorporat- 


— 


81 
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te ing them into Chriſt's Body, the 


«© CHURCH: 


teNow what a Soleciſm is this, to pre- 
ettend the doing of it any where elſe than 
ecin the Cnhuxch. 


« AM ſorry to hear what Objections 
« are made, that the People will have it 
& ſo; and that the Miniſter's Subſiſtence 
« does ſomewhat depend upon it. Why! 
# « Brethren, are we to be Men-pleaſers ? 
| | ; Are we to ſtudy filthy Gain? If it be 
| e ſo, that we muſt warp from our En- 
| P 
« gagements, and do unlawful Things, 
« becauſe the People will have it fo, 
that the Engliſh Clergy lie under that 
« Neceflity, that we muſt for the bet- 
« tering of our Subſiſtence make irre- 
regular Compliances, what /hall I ſay, 
e Brethren ? | 
Salva, Domine, perimus !” 
An 


601 


An Extract from the very in- 


genious Mr. Ridley's Sermon, 


preached at the Funeral of the 


Reverend Dr. William Berri- 
man. 


R. Ridley taking Notice of the 

Doctor's ſingular Care in diſ- 
charging his Paſtoral Duty, remarks par- 
ticularly, —That in adminiſtering the holy 
Sacraments he was punctual and ex- 
act,—in Baptiſm, not mixing the Water 
of Grace with the Cups of Intemperance, 
or blending Chriſtian Sacraments with 
Bacchanalian Rites; but making the 
CHuRca the Place of ingrafting into the 
Congregation, and the Hours of Pray- 
er the cuſtomary Seaſons of it. 
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Us then ſubjoins the fallowing Note. 


« ALTHOUGH for theſe Reaſons he 
Dr. B.) recommended the uſual 
« Hours of Prayer, yet in Indulgence 
« to particular Caſes, ſuch as any great 
« Inconveniencies of Sureties attending 
e at that Hour, or Danger apprehended 
<« to the Child in cold Winter Evenings, 
« he was ready to perform the Office 
te at any time of the Day. But then 
« uſed the whole Church Service, and 
« had the Bell rung a conſiderable Time 
<« before, that a Congregation might 


come in to join in the Prayers.” 


As Dr. Berriman's great Learning and 
Piety will ever make his Memory dear 


to the Cnriſtian World, his Judgment, 


and Practice with regard to public Bap- 
| tiſm 
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bear ſo much the greate 
ring 
it 


towards 


in all other 
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